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A Time-Killing Legislature
islsture o wa

lime, wits 'i' cade than
that oi" 1917. Its let DW discuSS*
ing, in at melees kind
oi .*.«..' adjournment If they

.prompt ¡y I i the menj-

ü-cs on the very few subjects of impor-
tanri «'il be
tnde-d ira s month.

annual message
la before the la1
. ¡ fewer The

legislator then p eed few
<.fhr-r- ¡n faro thousand or so hills
which the calendars. The rival
tvci«f billa, tli.it providing for local option
m citir- ., luring the number of
i-aloons ami increasing license fees; the
bill creating a state police force; the foods
and markets bill; the bills proposing (level-
ment of the state facilities for caring for
insane and feeble-minded; the bills recodi«
fying the education laws and enabling the
Mate tu acquire iti share of Federal appro-
priation-« for i edu Btton -these
pnd the regulation appropriation hill* are

»bout th<- i.iily legislation of prime value
tiow before the two bous«
Up t<« date oi «> of impor-

lance or gem '.¦ as hen passed
the TTSsnan suffrage amendment. N'o rea¬

son is apparent why these others should
f.ot he brought to B vote as w'-ll in the next

toupie of weeks as at the end of a couple
tf month«. Mr. Adler, majority leader of'
the Asseml'.y. coi fessed the other day that
«while the «Legislature had mn about half
It«, course il had no) completed half its
.work. The plain fact is that though the
State maintain* an bill-drafting
N£nd refere.... department all the year in
Sn endea« .ml jverfect
législation, and has set em of
liandliag billa trhich provides
that they must be formulated and intro-j
aiuced by Mar« h 1">. the legislative machine
((¡rinds alont: ii ashion, and!
If there is les« than usual to do there is
Ihe more tin.--

The lead« u «cannot even argue|
an extenuation ot th« il rtlS thai they have
been btty with all the problems laid before
them. One of the chief «qui admin-
l>-.tration. imi»« rnly for thi« but
for all that of stand-
ardizin^ and tifying the titl«'-« and
dutie- ar of civil service em

ployes. Thi« would result in cheaper and
more .. department service. It ha«
hoen pendinp «.. the Horton civil!
t»< rvice COOS.litt« gated the matter

and made «recominendations for a general
»'vor''anizatioii, predicting a saving <>f
thousand** annually by the cut-

fit.-r . and wasters in
the »tate's employ. This WSS called to the
ntte« t"¦:. of the pre-." I I eg '.ature by the
Governor. prospect of action
en it. Me .of activity
toward thi i¦*". a -imple and uni-

f.«?d .. isritaMe in-
nrtut.
>lr. Strong, the
.following i be State
Boaa'd of ( haril along either
Mat would have been ta n f legis¬
lative "tr' than «.¦ inquiry int
ralaries of RM ai d the finances

«nf m rne, even for a

prorp'' tof i ue through tax¬
ation of thst

Then -h the
t.v-'k* undertaken bj the Legislature in a

raasonahY '..*>.« f* peed up the
n_chirier; The* an earn the «gratitude
of the puhlic thereby, and save the state a

gotxlly sun rum
penae;-. which misrht he worth their while

>" » I not mied
mMío bu

Wm Zeppelin Raidi Renewed
believe that
'inland the

aching thi
Il bo «|ues-
be described

a.«« a triumphant an. I-
all «tl .«I this tin
Beathlees fn m II .¦ atta« lu of the I
airnre n, » it s /. p| III te be
.ae « raged in «the ad

'.vn in Prance,
'iven out of her
e, if, indeed, «he

wa** not etnph
pr« i

It. is nearly four ,< ,

raid» - niporai ily aban«
rlon**d aft« The
British d« ' mu«-h im¬

proved, and tht dooht) that the
f,ern,t ' ¦¦

und the -.rar bel ' '. v.' it- t:<

'.uvjarv and Fehruai il until »he other

«ight th'-n had ".. none thi
N«v«jtti*H4. ^l/^.ie»' tie GorBSailS

have «lecided to run no unnecessary risks,
bat to undertake destructhe raids only
under »the most favorable conditions.
A year ago it was hoped in Germany

that sooner or later it would I* pORBÜ»>
to pay visit? almost daily to England,
and. indeed, considering the raids are

mainly punitive and relatively haphaz¬
ard, the main hope lay in repeating them

frequently. But the cost w*:< too great,
and it would have heen imposible to

continue for Ion« if a ship or two were

lost on every trip. It is not un¬

likely, therefore, that in future raids will
:¦.. fi'wer. »though possibly nv;c formida¬
ble in p'iin*. cf strength.
We have no way of telling exactly how

much damage was done on this ocasión,
hu« the purely fanciful report* drawn up

iecture in Berlin can no longer de¬

ceive the German people. On the other

hand, they will be discouraged to learn
that another Zeppelin has been lost, for

uck patata, have come of late to be rIbm I
a mat'er of routine.

At War
American merchant men were

-day by German submarines.
many knows exactly what she is

doing when sh" attacks our merchant *.*¦--

¦*els. She i-° making war on the United
State:-. She intended to make war on the

United S'ates when hhe i*su«»d her late.*!
v ar /one proclamation. She is acting on

the theory t'.ia' war exists.
Our government, on the »contrary, il

acting on the theory that the two coun¬

tries are still at peace. German war ves¬

sels fire on our flag, destroy our shippil g
and kill our citizens. We d<> not respond

nd, but merely supply American
ships frith gun.-' and gunners with which
to defend themselves against the personal
misconduct of individual GeTniari lubma«
n.e commanders.
This is an anomalous situation, <'tid one

which cannot long persist. To be at war

and not to be at war is impossible alike
in law and reason.

When ('ongress meets it »should be itl
first duty to make a declaration of war

«.gainst (iermany. Such action «trill mere¬

ly recognize a condition already long ex¬

istent.

A Committee on Self-Help
Il ought not to be necessary for the

»Governors of New York, New .Jersey,
Pennsylvania. Delaware and Maryland to

.<ppea! jointly to the War Department for
upplies and e(*uipment with which to put
the militia of their states on a war fool
ing. It ought not to be necessary, either,
for officers of the Army Reserve Corps
and candidates for that corps to be drill*
ing on Governor's Island with broomsticks
instead of rifles.

But we must take things as they are.

The War Department having either made
no arrangements to mobilize the militia of
'he Middle States, or. having failed to in«
lorii. the Governors of such arrange¬
ments, it was moat desirable that the
states themselves should take action look¬
ing to self-defence.
The Middle States cover the territory

on the Atlantic coast most exposed to at-
tack, because it is the richest and most

populous section of the Union and is the
chief seat of finance, trade and industry.
We have to guard not only against raids
from the outside, but againsl plots and
disorder from within.
The state militia are the only force

now available for defence. They are on a

peace tooting as regards strength. Some
«¦rirani/.ations are not even up to peace
strength. They should be recruited at

ones to war strength, supplied and
equipped. These states are willing to do
their part. But they need the coopera¬
tion of the War Department in order to

»mobilisa the resources at their command,
The Federal government has failed in

its duty to create a national army. Hav¬
ing thus thrown the burden of defence on
the states, the least it can do now

help the states organize, train and arm

¡the forces which they are able to rmisH
The spirit of self-help shown at the I,
ernors' meeting was ailmirable. It de¬
serves the immediate and friendly atten¬

tai general governmen*.

The Socialist's Mistake
The Socialist assertion that "the capital«

ists controlling the government are forc¬
ing thi*- nation into war" is, of course, only
a bit of Socialist propaganda «-eeking to

the present crisis for the expression
made-in-advance theories. The

aire Socialist does not require facts
making statements of such l~eep«

ing nature. According to his o prioi
theory of the cause of war. capitalist in¬

triguing must be held »rraponaiblc m any
.»>. ii i»\cry »case.
More than half a century a-^o Karl Marx

propounded the doctrine of the "materialist
¦¦fetation of history," according to

which every ideal or historic movement is

nothing but the struggle of various clashes
tor their economic interest*. Therefore
the "capitalist «lass," who direct our ec

nomic destinies for their ciwn gain, mu*t

»Ul »»lame for war and everything else
that is bad for humanity in general. To
b«' sure, this theory is based Upon the lonjj*
discredited philosophy of German material¬
ism; t'i be sure, it takes no account of the
advance that has been'made in the study
of sena! psychology during the last fifty

But what, of tha*? The Socialist
»,iv te re«*ite this e«*onomii» creed on

.cas¡.,ti, and liehold a ready-made
explanation for everything.

It is «¡ear thnt the S «nahst is »giving
American business men credit for mor«

Machiavellian CUMling than th«»v .?.,¦.«.. -.

The LtaolMM man is about, a» naively
»¦ant mental as the r«»st. of u». There are

bad capitalists Bnd good one», patriotic
capital)»»« and capitalists who are «juite
a* r'ady to exploit a foreign mark«t ai

'take unfair advantage, "t their own fel¬
low citizens, capitalists who are warlike
and capitalists wh-> are pa>-iftvf, just as

among fMSSJta "f »all oihei elasava. Un-

doubtcdly «orne men would make money
it this nation went to war. Others would

It is inconceivable that any Ameri-
can administration would deliberately lui
ordinate the honor of the nation le the
interest of either of these «groupe.

Certain it is that capital or business

¦1 a whole prefers peace to war. Nothing
Iso upset«? the industrial life of the world
or exhausts its wealth as war. Rusinc««.

J men are fast learning this fact. It
to say that even in (¡ermany, if the diplo-
matic policies of 191 I had been left to the

great, silent business lasses "f the empire.
there would have been no war. The war

found both England snd America, the
nations which are generally considered

I most "capitalistic," «langerously unpre-
pared for it.

'I., the Socialist mind, and to many

pacifists, all wars look alike, and both side««

jare equally in the wrong. If capitalism
anywhere is to blame for this war. then

put the blame where the war started, on

the capitalists in Germany. Vet the So-

cialist group in the Hcichstair. with the
exception of the small Liebknecht fsc-
tion have stood from the heirinning prac-
tically committed to the Kaiser's war pn
pranrme. and million- of "comrades" are

in trenches and U-boat lighting for the
Fatherland.
The .Socialist philosophy fail to grasp

the fact that th« cause-, of war are more

psychic than economic. Hence the pacifist
talk of Socialist- ounds cynical, unsym¬

pathetic, blind to the motives which
prompt men to risk their live.- and dull
to the moral issues at stake.

No Court Review of Facts
Unies- the Legislature wants t«i sec the

Public Service Commissions deprived of

power for prompt and effective regulation
of the corporations under their jurisdic¬
tion it will heed the protest bulged with
it by the Little Neck Civic Association.'
i.tid supported by good citizens all over the
state.against the enactmenl of certain
legislation presented by Aaaeanblynwn
Martin. This legislation would, in effect,
set a.Mde a recent decision of the Court of

Appeals that in a review of a commission's
decision on a writ of certiorari the court

may not substitute its own view of the
facts for the commission's findings.

Residents of Little Nee',, and «Douglaston
wanted to obtain gas. ami the corporation
to which they applied, the New York and
Queens Gas Company, declined to furnish
it. alleging that the expense of laying
mains and giving the service would he too

¡.rrea' for reasonable profit. Appesl was

taken to the commission m tin- district,
which after hearings ordered the company
to furnish this «service. The order was ie

viewed, the ca e «resulting in a decision by
the higl.es* court upholding the commis¬
sion, with the laying down of the principle
that the commission's findings of fact were

not reviewable. Apparently the direct an¬

swer to thi« decision i^ the legislation
¡.crams* which the Irmg-SUlTering residents
of Little Neck and the Public Service Corn¬
il «ion here are protesting.

However vital this matter may «be to
Little Neck, it is «quite ss important to the
rest of the state The entire structure of

regulation of corporations by th«- commis¬
sions i> endangered. These bodies tit as

specialists, hearing testimony in detail, on

which they base their orders. To have
these orders reversed by a court oi ¦¦

01 law is only proper protection for cor¬

porations, which are entitled to their day
it court, and never tail to take it. To have
the decisions reversed bj a court on a dif¬
ferent view, or interpretation, of fa.
the evidence, is largely to wipe out the
fulness of the commissions. At the best it
mean.«, the resubmission of the case to them
and a rehearing, long and time consuming.
There is no more '.Mound for such a re-,

versal than there is for the reversal of the
findings of a jury. If the commission are
to have real power for prompt and effect¬
ual regulation of corporation- the decision
of the Court of Appeals must not

aside by the legislation in question.

Canada's Title to r*an.«*
< r,, ., J' !>". '¦'¦'

Canada's par» m tha irai ¡a ene of tha
mo«' biii^ar,' ehas ei in the world''; hls-
.rry.

In two .vi' *'¦¦-' a bait a nation of'
,000,00c "«" peaee, indif¬

ferent to tl-"« manT-uvrinf*« of war, has be-
come a big factor on .nd in

the financial operation«, on .«.Inch military
success is !..

Thi< p«'..( setic neighbor ol our»

decided to raiac an arm*; of (0,000, ineraaaad
.t to ..onfinii and || row a.t. n«- (00,000,
with

a year before . u ';«r Canada'* trade bal¬
ance wa» $4.«"."'"i.. en the wror.<« -

'export, for the preaent c:.ce«*d it-«

impor' i;. I IS.0OÍI
Though no; fully (icvelopr industrially,

the Dea able to provide fully
for its amies, to ataaufaetare munition? for
i's allies SI the payment., to ¦

millions for arar relief and to participate
in Hritish loans.

.Starting out with a lean from the mother

country, <'ana«la soon found, as the
of interior reforma f«->rrrd by the war, that
she could pay her o-.vn way. and «hi« r-hc
¡I dome; BBgrudg

Ihr Dante League
Ko,tor i.t 1 he I il.une.

Sir: I would like to ch.i rear attention to

the Dante Loaf l« America, which lately
held its f-.n-- macting in public at Harnar«!
«oil.-ce lira. U 'Mitant f!o«r founded the

seciet) a lad) long associated urith the Cam«!
bridge Dante ."-"net;/ and who«.« Dante drama
ha» been translated late Italian and acted in

Italy. Amoiii* th.- \ ;e< preeideata «art Andrew
D, Whit«-. "*rofe«»nr < II. (irandfcent, Joyce

r Pi r« y Murkaye, Kdwin Markham and
»thorn wall known o« literatara A« thia ao»
riety has for its objert a g'-neral Dante prop-
»randa and a preparation for the lelrbra-
t on is i!«a!i of the Booth anniversary of the
death of Dante, scholar.» fioni all part'i are

fast becoming; member«, and therefore some

notice of tin.«« would he of public inlerr«».
Information ran be had from Mr». Hscdonsld
Sheridan. National Art, < lab, Neu \.rV.

a Mi.Mitr.r
N*.w York, March 14, If] ¦'.

Protection for the Flag
Notable Chiefly for Its Absence in

Many State and Federal Codes
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Wo boast of our glonou« flau ITS
. :hr emblem of patriotism, of liberty,

of rqualitv before the la» .I .«tVS to

boa«*, that it float« ovr forty-eight free
that ». loyal »on» of the country

would 'I:«* for tii" flap, as they e» er have in

the past.
All thi» ¡a much like a man shouting on th"

str*»et comer. boa«ting of hat» he lo* «**

home, wife an«! children, when he doe» noth¬

ing to protect, but allows any insane villain
to insult, rsvis'n. rob, trample them under»

foo*. an«! murder, if he so plcsses. I h.v I

heard there was no national or Federal la'v

protecting the flag, but could hardly bel-eve

it To maki sur«« I wrot" 'o Hon. If. I.
France. United states Attorney, and rcce.ved
the following courteous reply:

"It will no doubt strike yea a» unusual'
»thai there la no Federal la»«» defining the
proper and improper use of the flag and fix«
ing a penalty for defilement and abuse of the

symbol. Tl.e only reference to the flag which

Is i.f nil material to your inquiry is one!
contained in Section 9.-190. «'ompiled Statutes'
o*- 1118, s hich provides that no trad" mark
shall be registered which 'consist» of or com¬

prises the flag or coat-of-arm» or other in-
mi.lia et the United Stetes or any simulation
'.herecf.'

"In tb:< connection H is rather interest-,
ing to know that it «ras not until the act of
.tune ". Ifll, tant »the uniform of the army
end navy wa* afforded any protection. Bv
Section 125 of »that net it wa: made unlawful
.or any person sol an officer or enlisted man

of the I'nited States army, navy or marine

corp« to wear the duly prescribed uniform.
OÍ tin United States erasy, navy, marine

». par! sf such un'-

foim. et«
Therefor", any one *o diaposed could drag

the Star-Spangl'd Banner through the mud
of the street1 trots Maine to California, offer
it any insult he pleaaed, and no one could
¡nvoh« the la-.v of the United States to pun-
ish the insult, simp'::» because there i» no

such law! I'-n't it astonishing? But t'neri
i.» something even mo:«» amazing.
The flag could be dragged through the mod

of every street and all«»* In Arkansa-, i

ids, Georgia, Kentucky, Xorth ( arolina. Okla-
homa, Panama »Canal Zone, Tennoaaee and
Texas, and no law, cither Federal or state.

Mold be found to punish such offendet
Even the District of Columbia, e/hich eoi
... ... ;.. of government, had no law

protecting the flag until February 8. 1917.
Grand Army posts throughout the («täte have
asked me to write The Tribune, urging OUI

legislator» to speedily enact such lows that
the flag for which the-e veterans "''»

lives may be properly protected and it«

¡nsnlters brought ta speedy ami proper -run*

i-hment. Fiar: protection and teaching
patriotism form the remaining work of the
veteran» of the Gland Army, and we are Irv¬

ing to do our duty in tin« ciis»«. which Stay
ho as serions m our own < r. il War.

C. .1. G1EENLEAF,
A Patriotic Instructor, >'< A R

Sea "fork, March 12, 1M7.

üur Regiments Large Lnough
In the Fditor of The Tribune.

Sir: The letter in your issue of yesterday
by General Mc-Coelury Butt. X. «'.. X. V.. SCOBSS

te I"» SB StteSSpt to prejudice the public
»gainst thi vTar Departmenl and the General
Staff.
He uige* companies of 250 men for our

army, a» in Bnropo, instead of 150 men, the»
present American standard. His argument ».«

not based on tactical ground«, wheie a good
ca«e can be made for his contention, but on

the «id«» of economy, to reduce the number of
.». ;¦ « i- .1 officers, and th..s has no merit.

An American company of IM has three of-
t'»rer«. General But! falls to mention thai the
Entreseña company of 3M lia» not less than
five, making th« ... officers and

.¦¦;.¦ "t..» to fifty.
As a matter of fa« t, are I¦.«» -mailer ratio

of officers than do most Kurnpean armies. In
their regiment« of 3.0M men, advocated by
General Butt for OS, the;, have from 100 to
111» offiecrs, depending on the country; with
us two regiments of 1300 «»ach, or a total of
3,600, call for 10lf officer*, only.

Th.- number of officer.« in all snail
I endent on the number of men; the question
of organization affects it to but a very »mall
degree, so thnt practically the «am» number of
officers are required for at.», given number of
men. no matter how they may be organized.
General Butt'- argument ¡j fallacious from

beginning to end. M.'MV.
N'ewport, R. I.. Mann Id, IM7.

I loping lor a Mexican Invasion
In the Fditor of The Tribune

Sir: How can Germany be«t strike the
I'nited Stetes*! While the Furopean war

lasts »he cannot, a-, .. matter of course, send
ni army from Germany. Isn't Mexico the
most 1 i 1<.*--1 **. point from which to «xpoc» an
attack '.'
We have alreauy heard of German rc»erc-

raing there by the thousands. If thi»'
report is »rue. \«ha' is «his movement for
" let pi to mobilize en army of German»» and
He: cm. for an Invasion of the I'nited
State»'.' There can be no other reason, and
the plan seem» to be entirely practicable.
Germany i« desperate, and If she can per¬

vade Mexico to pull home of her chestnuts
out of the fire *he aril] be quite liki
do It i« coneefvable that ai army of
100,.' men Ol more could be gathered with¬
out much trouble. And what have ". to
oppose th"-ii? What i.« the government doing
in anticipation of a move of this sort'.'
Probably what it hss done from the bevin-
ning ot the great eonflid Jest nothing.'
"Sufficient unto the «¡ay is the evil thereof
*"en ¦ tn be the Administration's motto.

Every srall>niehor of thi.« country should
hope that «iermu-.y will r'o precisely the
thing outlined above. It .eems to be the only
way to wake up this big. flabby, sleepy. Guí-
liver-like nation and make it do something
m the a iy of preparedness. \» y .;
New York. March !**. ! ÍM 7

Starving at the Brlmont!
To the Editor si Tbs Tribune
Sir: I suppose the starvation uaK"« the

railroad.-* ha*»e been paying their trainmen

during the lost fourteen month« »rerouted
the latter from enjoying their dinner Thur-
day noon »t Sherry's, for il il noted that they
BCCOpted their tnodc*t fare at the Belmont.
¡' interesting to add that coffee and .and-
wichet wer«' served the railway manager«
from the station re-taurant.

S. 0. BTEAKN»,
New York. March !>-,, 1917.

1 reason )
To the »Editor of The Tribune.

Pir: Refrrrm«- to the "railroad hrother-
hooda" aid the threatened strike; If thexe
men strike now, with our country practically
at war. It »eems to me, they are guilty of1
treason, that every one personally connected
with any »ueh action »hould be punished a»

a traitor; that, whether they are natural or

naturalired Americans' their Sitisensbis
should be tsken away from them. If we Im» r

ro Iba to odOOJUUtely deal with such a «»tua
turn, it i» time we had on" 10WAN.
New Vork, March 16, 1917.

PERIL OF REACTION IN THE NEW RUSSIA
Bv ISAAC DON LEVINE

Is F.ussia to be a constitutional monarc

or a republic? Tins [| the paramount pro
lern confronting to-day the Russian nation.

Th«? solution of this problem i« pregna
with many po.-sibilitie«. It may easily pro'
a source of great danger to the new regim
Internal strife and c;**;l war may follow as

result of submitting the matter to the Ru
alai renplo for solution.
To make Russia a republic three montr

from now will he much more difficult than ;

the present moment. For the tremendoi,
ihech that the overthrow of Nicholas II cai

ried with it to the people of Russia has pre
dueed the most favorable opportunity fu

the abolition of the traditional, c<*nturies-ol
form of government. Together with th
traitorous ('aluno* and the degenerate O.ai

the monarchical institution could to-day b

-wept away with no «pecial effort on the par
of the revolutionär.- leader«.
Three months from now thr situation i

pp*. if not bound, to assume a different aspect
The scattered and frightened dark forces wil

have time to draw their breath and mobili*<
their rer-ourci s. The pernicious influence-
will have plenty of opportunity to band them
selves together. And an attempt will tin

doubtedly be made to regain the lost powei
and ri store the old regime.
The c'nancc-, for the success of inch an at¬

tempt should not be underestimated. Theiv
are »wo important factors to be considered
in this connection. Hoth answer the ques¬
tion: Are there clement; in the Russian na¬

tion strong enough te support a movement
?ownrii the restoration of the monarchy? And

both are affirmative answers to this query.
There are to-day in Ru'sia about a million

men v»ho wer«.' employed in the O.ar's govern¬
mental plant. The reconstruction of the gov¬

ernment «rill put a large majority of these

tchiaovniha cut of work. For most of the
former government's officials v.ere illiterar; ,

ignoran*, corrupt and incompetent men. Rus¬
sia la going *o strain all her resources for the
aaeceaafnl proaeeutioa of the war. The first

«tep (a oh lo loly the remodelling of the vast

government machine. This means the crea¬

tion of a large element of discontent in the

empire. It meuns the creation of thousands
of revolutionaries against the new system
«reapoasibla for their downfall.
The black leaders v¡il therefore have ai

basi« on which to build their secret machi- I

nation« and plan«. But. beside« thi« b: I

there i» still another factor to be reckon

with. And this is the deeply rooted r«.

rrence for the Oar in the large masses

the poooonlll These have never believi

the « tar to be bad or wrong. If they we

oppressed, if they were starved and »laug
tered. they never laid the blame on tl

"Little Father." It wa* the government th
was in the popular imagination held respoi
sible for all injustice and oppression.
The Russian moujik believe» that if tr

sovereign could be brought in contact wit

the people h" would give them land an

freedom. The abolition of the bureaucrac
.he aim of the Russian peasant, not th

abolition of autocracy. Arguments are c

no avail when one face» a faith that is ur

shakahle. The revolutionary propagan'!'!--!
o'' ''.'05 have often been worsted for crit

cisirg the Oar by their peasant audience:
So long as they denounced the minister
and governors they were sure of popula
support and sympathy.
An appeal to the peasantry on the par

of the "Little Father" may prove the begin
ning of a successful counter revolution. Th
intellectuals, the industrial classes and th
educated peasentl w;!! always stand behirii
the libérât leaders. But the ten» of million
of Somi-eivilised, illiterate moujiks could b

swayed fron». o::e position to another b;
various influence«
Such i» the peril involved in the prc»en

decision of the provisional government t«

le', the people determine through a genera
election the form of the Ruiisian govern
ment. Great a.» that peril is. the old reginn
has hardly a chnnce in n thousand. Ther«
may be strife and civil war. but the raus«

ot' the new- Russia i» certain to triumph
over the remnants of the old order. Anil
with the triumph of the former a free and
d««mocrati»j Russia is nssured.
Tbs Russian democracy ha» taken into its

hands the. fortune» of the nation, and ¡*
will not permit :he return of the archa.c
system. Should the form of government be
monarchical, not republican, it is going to

be a constitutional monarchy. The c «ar.

whoever he may be. will never again be per¬
mitted to play with the destinies of 180,000.-
«'»00 men. Mo would become a figurehead,
while the ruling would be done by a minis¬
try responsible to a parliament elected on

the most democratic and radical base» in
the world.

Those Diving Cruisers

Why Doubt the* existence of Vessels
with Thirty Torpedo Tubes?

«Te the «Editor ef The Tribune.
Sir: My attention has been called to the

tiag articles by I.ouis Durant Edward
un the new C.erman armored submarines, or

diving cruisers, which were featured in your,

issues on February 3. t and .".. The arid«
.omment upon them in army and navy cir¬

cles and in the press has also been very in¬

teresting.
Startling i irtielea were, however.

«/oar subsequent editorial, taklag i«sue with
the articles of your own contributor, was even

i.iore astonishing. I
So many wonderful engines of warfare

have been developed in the last thirty,
months that no one is safe in casting reflec¬

tions offhand upon any well founded an¬

nouncement of a new war device or an im-

provement upon a:: old one.

H lien the German IJ-centimette gun was

ploughing holes through Belgium the news¬

papers were fall ef question mark-, and arrry

officers in this and other countries said there
could be no such gun. Even after the war

Itarted men of high rank in various gov¬
ernments instated that the aeroplane would
1 rove of little value as a practical mili¬
tary unit To-day the aeroplane is the prin¬
cipal «factor m heavy artillery range finding
n land fighting, and »' lea the navy dependa
upon it mo.-e than upon any other unit for the

discovery of hostile submarine-. In the eaae

of the submarine itself, naval officers and
-. stl men laughed at Sir Percy Scott when
he prophesied that the era of the submarine
and »he aeroplane had come, and tor

months the value ef the submarine wai

doubted bj tomo old worthies at the very
time that it «as working the greateat havoc.

4. onsequently the new Tsochkreoxer, or div¬

ing cruiser, described by Mr. Edwards, doubt¬
less |a merely a logical development of the
1014 type. There ia nothing more UOOaaal in

lach ;. development, the principle of the sub¬
marine having once been mastered, than was

.he development of the telephone, the sub«
marine cable, arireleai and the aeroplane. In
fact, there il every reason to believe that
passenger and freight ships a- large as those,
row- plying the sea« avili soon be covering ex¬

actly the .-am«- routea under the seas and
in the air.

Since the paragraph of the Edwards arti¬
cle« bits of evidence to corroborate the
atatementl of this well known writer and
geographer have come to hand, particularly
the article by a French admiral which ap¬
peared in "The New York Sunday Times" of
two or three weeks ago
To my mind. Louis P. Edwards and I iie

New York Tribune rendered a distinct na¬

tional service when they informed the Anieri-
can people ef the latest achievement by our

enemy of the hidden terror which has killed
ear women and children and made piracy on

the high seas a Una ar*. Certainly we can-,
not successfully nn.< I an enemy by under-
estimating him and by discounting what WS
are told b' reliable authorities about hil
power and ngenuity.

KARL HAMILTON SMITH.
Secretary National Aerial Coa»* Patrol Com-

mission.
\-v York. March S.

"The1 Star-Spangled Banner"
Te the Editor of Tn«> Tribune.

Sir: In The Tribune of March Hi there
was an article, under the heading "The Rat¬
tle Hymn of the Republic" suggesting this
hymn as a substitute for our national an¬

them "The Star-Spangled Banner" will not.

perhaps, br.ng one to the sudden pitch of
enthusiasm that a more martial poem might,

"The Star-Spangled I.anner" i- »ung
with a proper knowledge of the circum-

under arhich it was vi ritten and a

knowledge of what the word-* mean it will
ral I in one an enthusiasm ihn« will in¬
crease with every word until one's hand« are

elenehed and one's bosom «well, with an.
.i composed by the mingling deaircs

to cheer for the country represented h«, that,
"Star Spangled Banner" and to light that
that flag may eantinoe to wave preodly in
the breere. "The -'at-Spangled Banner" Alls
me with the desire to sacrifice that the flag;
may live.

If our friend of the "middle coun'rv"
weald acquaint himself **iore thorourhly
- it H the origin ef our national anthem I
laaaw thai hi would no' dare sugge-t h sub¬
stitute for it. .t. MAXWELL.
New York March 17, 1317.

Truth or Fiction
To the Fditor of The Tribune.

Sir: From hi« letter in The Tribune of,
thi» morning it would seem that Coavernoar
Morns never swerves from hi« pract ..' "r

writing fiction RALEIGH W. < HRI8TIE.
Hrooklyn, Marrh I«. 1317.

A Divided Ireland

Why the Delay of Home Rule Is Not
Due to English Obduracy

To the Fditor of The Tribune.
Sir: Your edi'ori-al on the Irish crisis

seem» to have displeased several of your cor¬

respondents. There are American» today
who cannot forget the Fngland of George
III. Similarly the South of Ireland cannot

forget the Fngland of Cromwell's time. Fn-

lightened American« and enlightened In*h-
men know that England of to-day is vastly-
different, and Ireland of to-day participate«
in the same laws and justice that prevail in
all parts of Great Britain. Irishmen, the
Nationalists in 1'arliament. help to frame
not only their own laws, but those al»o in

Fngland. The old age pension, the health
insurer»».»'» acts, etc., are as much in effect in
Ireland as in Fngland. Scotland and Wales.

Nevertheless, as a democracy, Fngland is
anxious that Ireland shoul 1 have Home Rule
it she wishe» it. When Canada, Australia
and South Africa were ready for self-govern-
tnen' their people were ur.animou», and not

only was self-government granted these colo¬
nie*, but every assistance was given them to

make it a success. Ireland, unfortunately for
her. is not unanimous. The northeast of
Ulster SSjrs, "Decidedly no. we insist upon
being governed by Fngland and represented
in the London Parliament."

Before the Furopean war -.'arte.! Ulster
M fai »s to *»:¦' to Fiigiand. "We will

tight you if you attempt to coerce us into

aceaptina Home Rule." to which the leaders
of the Nationalist party responded to Fng¬
land. "We will fight you if you do not com¬

pel Ulster to accept Home Rule." Thus the
Lnglishman vva« between the devil and the
« »eu ten. "We will f.ght you if you do,"
said Ulster, "We will tight you if you don't."
said the Nationalist». No compromi*e on

either Sitte was apparently acceptable, and
whichever way Fngl.iiid decided she faced a

fight and in either case civil war.

The matter has been hanging tire «ince

August, 1914, and in a spirit of generous
compromise Mr. Lloyd George now offer«
Home Rule to that part of Ireland that d<-
mands it. to take effect at once. Lister, still
vigorously refusing to entertain severance

from the English government, is offered the
option of joining the South of Ireland in its
Home Rule whenevei she wishes it. To the
logical mind this would seem to be a fair
proposal, but not so to the Nationalists and
Sinn Feiners. Lister i» apparently willing
to accept thi- very fair and judicial arrange-
mei '. but the Home Rulers insist that if
Ulster refuses »he should be coerced. That
can only mean that in the midst of the

present world crisis, when Great Britain
needs e- cry man to defend her»elf and her
allies, and incidentally to protect Ireland,
she would have to withdraw her present
troops from France to fight I'lstermen for
the crime of wanting to be loyal.

Thi.» obviou» inconsistency is »o truly ab¬
surd that the situation is apparently only
comprehensible to Irishmen; no other nation

can possibly fathom such logic. Fngland
would prefer Ireland to have Home Rule, and
if Irishmen will only make up their minds to

agree among themselves the w»hole matter i»
reach for immediate »cttlement.

Will Irishmen ever agree? That is the
question 'hat is nuzzling Fngland and Amer-'
.a. and none of your eorre»pondent» seem»

to be able to offer any solution.
To sum up the situation. Irishmen in tin«

country must realise that Fngland actually
ha« offered immediate Home Rule to the
whole of Ireland, if all Irishmen will accept
:'. It is now up to Ireland.

L. H. KINGSTONE.
York. March 14, 1917.

John Brown's Body"
To tbs Editer of The Tribune.

Sir! I am glad to be able to *n-wer the [
inquiry of »our correspondent published in'
.o-day's Tribune irith regard to the origin
of «he tune of "Th'« Battle H-mti of the Re¬
public," or ".lohn Rrown's Body," a« it was

called ea-lier. It was originally a camp
meeting hymn, and was adapted to a march«
ll ir SOng »i\» Tli» bandmaster 0f Colonel
Fletcher Wehster'» regiment I'.'th Ma-sachu-,
(Otts Volunteers) early in the «ummer of
till, The soldiers practised it in their drills !
at Fort Warren, in Boston Harbor, before
Starting for the front. It was afterward rO-l
load by DodWorth's military bard, then!

thought the best in the country. Thi» in-

formation was furnished me by the late
Franklin R Sanborn. the last of the group,
of New» Kngland writer» of the "(¡olden Age"
who ha recently pa«»ed »nay, full of year«
and honor«. My mother wrote "The Rattle
Hymn of the Republic" in November of that
.ear Your correspondent will find Mr. San¬
born'« account given tn full in "The Story
of th« Brittle Hymn of the Republic" It
should bo noted that Colonel Webster was

the «on of Daniel Webster,
LI ORENCE HOWI HAI U

> ork, March I«;, 1'JiT.

How Trench Raids
Are Conducted

By the French
A Description of Some Method«

Used in Carrying Out l.«ocal
Offensives

ir u ". 7-«" | .->.,.. -, .¦

The («erman attack in Champagne o' ¡â,.
week was conceived and carried out on «...

actly the same principles as the almost «Jail-
assaults that have been made on the G»r.
man trenches during the last month or t«a
by the Allied armies. It attracted a rerUi«
amount of public attention, to *,., nothin»
of a congratulatory telegram from th« Ger.
man Emperor, not on account of itj in.
portance or the results attained, but simpl»
because such an event is relatively rare on
the German side as compared with the per-
petual attacks made both by French im,

Fnglish on the enemy's line«.
Such local aaTeaaivea fall natatally irta

two categories, according as they are und»«.
taken in considerable force. %.. 11>-> the lrten-
tion of holding permanently the portion of
the enemy trenches attacked or in »mill
force, with the purpose ef doing a< rnurh
harm to the Germans as is possible in t
limited time and then retiring tu the orir
nal line. The larger operations, which of¬
ten result in veritable battle-«, ,-,« in the re¬
cent Verdun fighting, are necessarily mor«
complicated than the -¡mailer, «vhirh mi?
engage scarcely more than a corporal »m*
four men, but in both case- tha principle
involved are exactly the same ami m both
cases success js only possible if ti.e whol«
affair has been worked out beforehand in
every detail. The offer. -. », n0K

adopted by the Trench is the result of ex.
perience and the mature and scientific con¬

sideration of everv element that ha«i o;»d»
for success or failure in all the cotint!»s»
attacks, both big and small, that have be*n
carried out in the condition» of trench v»ir

fare.
The stage management of a 1 rowd in «

theatre has. mutatis niulamii«, « certain r»

semblance to the organisation of an BSSSSil
Hefore (he performance every individual
member of the crowd must know emnl«
every detail of what he has to do. Simi¬
larly, ¡n an attack eery soldier mus*, know
the part that he i» *r, play «¡owa to it«
smallest point». He must. »Hy to himself
"At such and such a moment I rana* he »;
a certain place. Then I must stop ior a cer¬

tain time and then go on ... ,< next
objective." He must be familiar wit
feature of the ground across which ho 1« m

tight hil way, and know where lu- will find
.anee, how best to meet thai remat¬

an c e. at»d which of the modern it.fantr»
weapons, grenade, rifle greaade, automatic
rifle or bayonet, || best adaptes' ta «-".«rcem-
it. These things must lie kno'Tn not m*r»l»
to officers and non-conimis«iom*d «.rficers. but
to every private. That the lesson may b*
thoroughly learned, the shock troop» rahaSBSI
in all its details every a«sault. and no pag¬
are spared that the rehearsal may be tttt*
in precisely the same conditions so far m
concerns ground, obstacle« whethl
ricial or natural, ami the like as th«M 11

which the actual otfenaive will take plie»
Fxperience has shown that in modern wir

no change even in detail can be made in tr»

p'iUti of operation« when once the action ha«
begun. Owing to the powei of Mdefl ai

rillery, there can be little or no rama
tion between ti.e post of conmiit «I
rear and the assaulting »roop«. Mm

beyond all things necessary that no

time shouM be lost, as ever) m.r.'jte wa>t*d
is giving time and opportun'.;, to the ern/mv

to concentrate on the threatened
(.'onsequently there .an he tt arsitiaSJ 'o'
orders from the real. An«, i«for»
in the history of war ami ¦««mmur.ication
witii tii'- re..r so aaaeatial .,v I - te-dsj
Advancing infantry. I on il not
known accurately, is alwayi H dangei of
coming under the fire of r « awn gun-, ard
nothing is more demoralising to an advWJM
Events have shown that BS «* nor

aerial obser a: ion are adequate ta keep th*
gunners informel a« t«. I pea non of th*
¡nfaatrj snleea the exact point to b* reached
and the exact moment at which it il "* h'
reached have been ii« . Th*n
signal« and the infantry aeroplanes l"yin*
low can give warning, in ca«e Toop«. owinr
to unforeseen events, have bren «jnabl* '1

reach their objective at the appointed tim»,

with far less difficulty.
I have been been perm tt« ftti tn*

plans of several as«aults can ad an! S) Bal
French, and they are a startling proo' «f
the admirable and methodic.i! fsahios '*

which the high command ha- been prip-
phng with the problem of tha offen«.v*.
Everything is provided for. and the .¦. ^o-*
battle is arranged beforehand botb ei
cerns time and space. The exact poaition
of all the troops engaged *S al¬
most to a yard, and for almost every mm*
ute up to the time fixed for atta t-,:ng th*
principal objective. In pre»«
the infantry go-s forward '*. m'tl'
a moving fortit'« an in.pcn*-
trable wall of baratiag ***.**¦
of men advance the line would naturall?
become uneven and jagged, a« it did in th
* hampagne offensive tt '"'''
Where the ground was most ',r *

srtillery preparation had been least *:'*c

tive, or w*here «he enenr. :« v' '.*''

peratelv. th« re were left great iliegSJSI
German snlien*«. atiehing oat ."<*. '.**

French line. <uch salients eoa ..

advancing troops in the Rant
machine guns, and were, a» a j ». on.y ft

«iured when they had been completely aft*
rounded

In the battle of Verdun December li "*

effective innovation, as vas announced !n

.iie communique, was introduced. H"bSS tn»

mam objective n« reache«i a r.ur.her .

raid« were made Still further Into the (.*"

man lines to destroy materai ard «ru*** **r

to bring in prisoner«. There ra:d« hi
arranged just a- treta aa th« atta
. elf. Special attacking partie« arerí 'v,i4,f !
to go forward into the greir
in order «o destroy gun« and material an

clear the shelter
arorkod out atasen* »« earefuli. a« th« ¦.¦

assault. la the ra'd on 'he "i amp of 0j
Men«.:." made by the . two machine i**«
were brought up to the very sdg« .»

French barrage fire to play on the en*.'»*¦*¦'
f the «belters The attacking fercr <*-*r'

isted of some fifty men. «mainly gro^-li*^
¡th some sappers prov ded wltl carleM"*
>r the destruction of gun-. 111« 1**;'

vc-'ited to -he letter There «*»» »r .*

change of bullets, hut the officer la :h*TS¿
eeit.g that evervthing depende,) en *******
Id bis men Is rea«e Ire a'i.1 led them «le

nto n ravine. where they capture«! a ""'¦'L
d office; Then they proceeded te -""--«¿J
heifer» methodically one by SO*
ptured no leaa than "(Ml prisoners. '¦«¦f

ng eight sssears. After the offi«« i"*"1 *r
ured himnelf that «even «*un» hail bec" r

1-rcd úseles» the part« rotaraed "".

'rench line without a aingls casual*..'-


